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Column Cover Installation Instructions

1. Column covers shafts, bases, and capitals are labled “A” and “B” as matching sets.  If they are not labeled they are all identical and match accordingly.

2. The shaft should be sized to the overall height from the floor to the ceiling.  Always cut the shaft at the floor level. Shafts can be cut with a hacksaw or grinder.  Cut or shim to allow for any pitch on the floor. The column shaft should span the entire distance from floor to the ceiling or top of column. 

3. Blocking should be installed for attachment of column cover to structure  and to column capital, shaft, and base.  It is recommended that non-corrosive material be used for blocking.  The blocking should be permanently attached to the beam, floor, or ceiling and snug with the column capital, shaft, and base. An L- Bracket can also be used to secure column shafts and bases if desired.  L-Brackets can be screwed, bolted or riveted to the column and/or base. 
4. Apply a high quality construction adhesive (recommended: weld-on structural methacrylate adhesive SS218 series; or Lord 7545-f urethane adhesive.) to the butt-joint of each column to bond the halves together.  Make sure flanges are free from dirt & dust.  Align, join and secure halves together the entire length of the column with binding straps.   Use a rubber mallet or wood blocks where necessary to get the two sides of the seam to align.  Straps should be used every 12”-16” along the full height of the column.  Excess glue from the joint should be cleaned before curing.

5. The column should be secured to the blocking or L-Bracket with countersunk screws or rivets. Make sure the column is secure from top to bottom to the blocking. 

6. Secure the capital and base around the column shaft in the same manner as the shaft.  The base may need to be cut or sanded to accommodate the leveling of the floor. The capital & base shall be installed around the outside of the shaft.  The shaft does NOT sit on top of the base.

7. Sand the excess glue along the column joint and prepare for proper adhesion of body filler (Bondo).  Apply a layer of polyester body filler over the joints (Bondo).  Also fill any visible screw heads and rivets with polyester body filler (Bondo).

8. Sand joints and screw heads to a uniform finish.  Apply more body filler and sand as needed. Caulk gaps between shaft, base and capital as desired.

9. Prime the joints and patched areas.  Before painting the column it is recommended to lightly sand, or degloss the entire column with a scotchbrite pad or 200-400 grit paper to prepare for painting.

10. Wipe down the column to remove any dust and residue. Use a high quality oil base paint.  Primer is not needed if the oil base paint is the desired color.  For the best durability and adhesion to the column surface we recommend oil base paint.  If an acrylic latex paint is desired, we recommend using a high quality primer like Sherwin Williams PrepRite Anchor Bond and a topcoat like Sherwin Williams Super Paint.  Follow the same procedure for the cap and base.
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